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INTRODUCTION

The Loisaida Inc. Center, as a recipient of Su-Casa Grant community arts engagement
program that places artists and organizations in residence at senior centers, organized a
Program at Grand Street Settlement during April, May and June. Our Program “The
Cultural Memory Project” was an exploration of Memories with the creative outlet of
masks creation. Concluded with filming an art video with the Senior using the masks

they created.

DESCRIPTION

This initiative, partnered with Grand Street Settlement, engaged fourteen seniors over a
five month period, totaling 60 hours, in generating reflections of their lives. In some
cases, this encompassed tales of immigration or migration with the goal of assembling
characters and vignettes to create video and sculptural artwork. For participants
suffering from dementia, the exercise was based on creative storytelling techniques that
gave aging adults the freedom to “perform.” We employed two highly-trained teaching
artists with experience across Latin America and the Caribbean: Zuleyka Alejandro and

Juan B. Climent.

The curriculum of the initiative was broken down into four components. The first phase
introduced themes of the initiative: reflection and memory. Our teaching artists used
mindfulness and corporeal exercises, in tandem with a selection of memorable
photographs from participants' own collections to help them identify, articulate, write,
and illustrate a story about a significant place, ritual, practice, cultural celebration,

associated with their sense of inclusion and care for family and community.



During the second phase, our teaching artists shared various formal art techniques of
expression with the seniors in order to offer them an efficient tool to express their
personal significant experiences and memories. This included drawing, painting and
sculpture workshops. This culminated in participants creating a mask that represented

their identity, which would also being used in the subsequent video-art component.

The video component—the third phase—explored the daily spaces frequented by the
seniors. Our teaching artists recorded the seniors individually with their masks and
voiceover of the participants talking about their memories. The video meant to function
as documentation of the creative process and final outcome of the program through

exhibition.

In the final component, the artists and the seniors co-curated, installed and hosted an
exhibition that portrayed the final outcome of the program. This included the video art,
drawings, and paintings made during the workshops, and the masks. It was be a special
opportunity for the seniors to share their memories, experiences, and impact the

surrounding community in a creative and affirmative fashion.

RESULTS AND CONCLUSION

We had three amazing months of artistic creativity and fun with the Seniors, completed
our project goals, and finalized the artwork within the timeframe. We concluded with
fourteen committed participants who were part of the entire process. We finalized with
an exhibit of the artwork and a provision of participation certificates ceremony and held
a screening of the Video Art made with the seniors. They all appreciated the work that

was done during the workshop and understood the potentiality of each ones creativity



and health and emotional benefits of the program.

DATA

PARTICIPANTS AGE PROGRESS

Sobella Hernandez 60+ Project Completed
Simeona Resto 60+ Project Completed
Dulce Genaro 60+ Project Completed
Raul Morales 60+ Project Completed
Anselma Tineo 60+ Project Completed
Andres Otero 60+ Project Completed
Minerva Gomez 60+ Project Completed
Isabel Santiago 60+ Project Completed
Frances Sussman 60+ Project Completed
Mara Fred 60+ Project Completed
Valentina Mufiiz 60+ Project Completed
Delia Martinez 60+ Project Completed




Justina Mufiiz 60+ Project Completed

Hector Nieves 60+ Project Completed

IMAGES OF THE PROCESS
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The Final Activity
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